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Overview of Session

I Professor Bellair had a death in his family. We will attempt to
pinch hit.

I I’ll be gate keeper, provide overview and discuss the 1997

I Paula Baker and Elizabeth Cooksey will discuss information in
the Children and YA

I Professor Bruce Weinberg (OSU, Economics) will discuss an
application using the NLSY79

I Frank Marino volunteered to field all the hard questions.
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Not NLSY97
NLSY 1997

Helpful Hints

Becoming old-hands at this NLS stuff; but something you have not
heard yet—

I Read the Users Guide.

I Will need to work with the questionnaire, especially for 1997.
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Not NLSY97
NLSY 1997

NLSY 1979, Children and Young Adults

The NLSY 1979 asked questions on delinquency and contact with
police in 1980.

The Children of the NLSY79 asked R age 10 and older about
participation in various illegal activities, 1988–2002.

Paula and Elizabeth will provide more details in a minute.
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Not NLSY97
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NLSY79 Crime Questions

I Delinquency - activities in last year (20 items)

I Income from illegal activities within last year

I Number of times stopped by police

I Number of times booked or arrested

I Number of times incarcerated, date of release
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Indirect information

I Know location of interview - follow R into Jail/prison.

I No questions in the questionnaire as why they are in prison.

I At minimum, from geocode data NLS knows type of facility
(jail, state or federal prison).
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Not NLSY97
NLSY 1997

Design Challenge

Useful to list some of the challenges in designing a survey to
capture criminal activity.

I Complicated dynamic process—individual activity, contact
with police, contact with judical system. Takes time to work
through system. And multiple outcomes along each path.

I Relatively rare activity — time consuming to probe on
activities.

I Anti–social behavior. Social editing may occur.

I Consequently: Questions appear in Self Administered
Questionnaire
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Design Challenge

Indeed, criminal activity and process within judicial system among
the most complicated processes to recover because R may be
simultaneously in different stages of the process for different
criminal activities.

For example, may be awaiting trial on crime while in jail for
another.

And, judicial system’s time line does not typically coincide with the
survey’s. Likely to cross survey rounds.
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Compromises

NLSY97 attempted to capture R’s criminal activity and sequence
through the judicial system subject to the time and budget
constraints.

Commit criminal activity
Have contact with police (Stopped or arrested)
Go to trial?
Convicted?
Sentenced? If so, type and duration.
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Cross Round

The biggest challenge is following the process across rounds.

Do not obtain a complete event history of criminal activities — for
all crimes tracking the consequences through the entire judicial
process.

NLSY97 collects substantial longitudinal information just not a
complete enumeration.
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Contents of 1997–Delinquency

Delinquent activities defined as behavior unlawful for minors but
not necessarily for adults.

I Run away from home (stay overnight)

I Carry a gun

I Gang Activity
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Contents of 1997 – Crime

Criminal activities defined as behavior unlawful for adults.
(Though may be a minor when commit offense.)

Collects information on participation and intensity in (previous
year/since date of last interview).

Types of criminal activities include:

I Damage or destroy property

I Steal less than $50

I Steal more than $50 (including car)

I Assault

I Sell drugs
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Arrest

Round 1 — Retrospective information from age 12. Round 2 and
beyond — activities since date of last interview.

Collect information on age at first arrest, most recent arrest.

Rounds 2–4 activities only sdli no attempt to follow–up on arrests
(charged/convicted/sentenced).

Round 5 (and beyond) follow–up on arrests from previous rounds
to determine their final outcome.
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Arrest Loop

Series of questions to determine date of arrest, whether
charged, and if charged type of offense (may have multiple
charges), whether convicted or pled guilty, and if convicted the
sentence where served and duration.

Refer to the Users Guide for exact information on the application
of the arrest loop.
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