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Questionnaire Structure

Information on live-births and residency contained in the
FERTILITY module.

Information on pregnancy, sexual activity and contraceptive
behavior in the Self Administered Questionnaire

Quality of information on births and cumulative birth history is
very high (thanks to staff at BLS, CHRR and NORC)

Quality of information on pregnancy, sexual activity and
contraceptive behavior less so.
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Contents NLSY97

Biological Fertility: 1997 Male and Female Cohort

I Live birth (gender, bd) history in round one, updates in
subsequent rounds. Created cumulative histories.

I Residency information for all respondent’s children.
Legitization of paternity status.

I Fertility expectations (rounds 1 and 5)
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SAQ: Pregnancy and Sexual Behavior

Information collected includes . . .

I Ever had sex? Age at first sex. Use of contraception at first
sex. Information about partner at first sex.

I Frequency of sex sdli (age 14 rounds 1 and 2; all youth age
into question by round 3). Number of partners.

I Recent contraception use and mode of contraception
I Respondent pregnancy–related behaviors and post–child

involvement including male involvement (for female
respondents, some rounds)

I Characteristics of other partner at conception (some rounds).
I Pregnancy outcome: Live-birth, abortions, miscarriages (girls

14+ in round one, updates for both sexes in subsequent
rounds). Females: Number and outcome of pregnancies since
dli.

I Wantedness questions for those not using contraception.
I More tomorrow . . .
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Using the Fertility Data (1979 Example)

What proportion of births are non–marital? How does the
incidence of non-marital births vary by age?

Longitudinal question: Is someone who has a non-marital birth
more likely to have another non-marital birth?

Discuss and work through an example (time permitting) to answer
the first set of questions. Focus on working with the NLSY data
rather than substantive answer.

All files with supporting documentation will be on Conference Web
site.
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Steps

The required steps are:

1. Determine which variables are required.

2. Extract information on births and marital status.

3. Shape dataset in form useful for analysis.

4. Calculate estimates (statistical analysis).
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Steps

Will work up and down the list as the research proceeds.

Can guarantee you will need more than one extract.

Need to keep track of extracts and intermediate programs and
data sets. (Thursday morning Rupa Datta and Karima Nagi)
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Big Deal?

What’s the big Deal? Why not just extract information on
cumulative birth history and marital status from the most
recent round of the NLSY79?

Because ...
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Solution outlined

My solution: pull separate extracts of cumulative birth and
marriage history (thank you Karima) by round, Rounds 4–21.

Working from most recent round back to round 4, use birth and
marriage history for last round R interviewed. About 60 percent
obtained from Round 21 (2004).

Write out intermediate files, one containing birth histories and
another with the marriage histories. These files have one record for
each respondent and have exactly the same number (and order) of
records. (birhist1.f90)

Combine the files and shape into form useful for analysis.
(birhist2.f90). Creates file used for analysis (nlsy fert 2007.dat)

Read analysis file into statistical software (if not there already).
Calculate statistics.
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Comment

The heavy lifting connected with working with birth and marriage
history. Keep the extracts to a minimum. Can merge in all other
respondent characteristics (sex, dob) at the creation of the analysis
file.
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Documentation

Documentation of the files is in NLSY FERT 2007.doc on the web
server.

All files needed to create nlsy fert 2007.dat are there as well.

Good exercise: to translate the FORTRAN programs that create
the intermediate files into your language of choice (SAS, STATA,
SPSS, C, PASCAL, JAVA).
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Answer

To have closure the answer is:

Marital Status of Mother at Birth
Percent by Age

Age Group Single Married Divorced Freq

15-19 51 45 5 2,027
20-24 26 70 4 3,646
25-29 15 80 5 3,031
30-34 13 84 3 1,815
35-39 15 83 2 1,722
40+ 15 79 6 105
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