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BIOLOGICAL FERTILITY: 1979 MALE COHORT 
 
~ FIRST SURVEY IN 1979(14-22) N=6,403 
 
~ MOST RECENT AVAILABLE (39-47) N=3,984 (LOSS REFLECTS ATTRITION, 
MORTALITY, ELIMINATION OF OVERSAMPLES) 
 
~ 21 SURVEY POINTS THAT INCLUDE A SUBSTANTIAL MAJORITY OF 
ANTICIPATED CHILDBEARING. 
 
~ ANNUAL SURVEYS THROUGH 1994; BIENNIAL THROUGH 2004. 
 

DATA ISSUES AND AVAILABILITY: 
(1)  Based on regular updates from survey round to survey round, and in-house 
 examination of household records and related information, a cumulative live 
 birth history for the men has been created. It is recommended that this public 
 use male fertility file be used. This file enables users to link specific children 
 with other data elements relating to them in the nlsy79 file. 
(2)  It is fair to note that the repeated live birth files that include gender, and dates 
 of birth, is in all likelihood of lower quality then the female file. This is closely 
 linked with the greater propensity for fathers not to be living with their children. 
(3)  A set of variables has been created relating to birth spacing that in many 
 respects parallels that for young women  
(4)  A parallel created longitudinal relationship file has been created that permit 
 researchers to juxtapose fertility and relationship information that permits 
 clarification of many paternity and maternity issues. 
(5)  As was true for the women, more detail is available in the household record for 
 children in residence. Also, as with the women, visitation information and other 
 residence information is available for absent children. 
 



BIOLOGICAL FERTILITY: 1979 FEMALE COHORT 
 

~ FIRST SURVEY IN 1979 (14-22) N= 6,283 
 
~ MOST RECENT AVAILABLE 2004 (39-47) N=3,677 
 
~ 21 SURVEY POINTS COVERING ABOUT 90% OF CHILDBEARING. 
 
~ ANNUAL SURVEYS 1979-1994; BIENNIAL THROUGH 2004. 
 

DATA AVAILABLE (summary): 
 
(1)  Dating/gender of all live births--drawing on repeated updating of fertility profiles, a 
 “cleaned” cumulative fertility file is available for all children reported as ever-born. 
 Cumulative profiles for given survey points are limited to women who are interviewed at 
 that point. 
(2)  Repeated information about child/parental residence—better for years from 1984 
 forward. 
(3)  Total children ever born are available on a continuing basis for women interviewed in a 
 given year. 
(4)  Age at first sex: reported in 1984 and/or 1985 
(5)  Age of mother at first birth and age at first pregnancy are available for most survey 
 points. Also there are created variables defining gaps between marriage and first birth, 
 first and second birth with more recent surveys carrying this logic to higher parity levels. 
(6)  Total fertility expectations: repeatedly asked, beginning in 1979. Since 1986, asked in all 
 even survey years. In general, more detailed fertility information is available in these 
 even survey years. Also, fertility desires were asked in 1979 and 1982. 
(7)  Pregnancy outcome information (live birth, abortion, miscarriage) typically updated for 
 most even survey years from 1983 onward. The live birth information is of much higher 
 quality than the abortion and miscarriage information. In recent years, miscarriage and 
 abortion data have been joined. 
(8)  Current birth control information (use-nonuse and type) and birth control use at time of 
 last pregnancy) at most even survey rounds. 
(9)  Pregnancy “wantedness” information as of most recent pregnancy. Was pregnancy 
 wanted at that time, or “ever” wanted? Most even surveys since mid-1980s. 
(10) Maternal child-specific information ( for example) relating to birth weight, gestation 
 length, weight gain during pregnancy, health care and selected substance use during 
 pregnancy for most births. 
(11) Child-specific information for most children ever-born including (not limited to) 
 breastfeeding, feeding supplementation, well and sick baby care for most children. 
(12) A variety of child-specific age-specific health-related, socio-emotional, and cognitive 
 information following the children as they age. Additionally, there is extensive info about 
 the children’s home environment. 
(13) For children in residence, more detailed information is available from the household 
 record. 



BIOLOGICAL FERTILITY: YOUNG ADULT COHORT 
~ FIRST SURVEY IN 1994 (CHILDREN OF NLSY79 FEMALES 15 AND OVER) 
N=980 
 
~ MOST RECENT AVAILABLE 2004 (15 AND OVER) N=5,024 
 
~ 6 BIENNIAL SURVEY POINTS. 
 
~ SAMPLE STRENGTHS AND CONSTRAINTS: 
 
~ AGE OF MOTHERS AT YA BIRTH IN 1994=MOSTLY UNDER 21 
 
~ AGE OF MOTHERS AT YA BIRTH IN 2004: 1,212<20. 2,137=20-24. 4,189>25 
 
~ OLDER YA’S HAD YOUNGER MOTHERS! 
 

DATA AVAILABILITY (SUMMARY) 
(1) For male and female respondents, a created variable for number of children ever 
 born and age of respondent at first birth are available from 2000 forward. 
(2) For all live births, “cleaned” variables indicating month and year of birth and 
 gender are available. 
(3) Age at first pregnancy, abortion, and partial abortion information. 
(4) A residence history for all children is available for all survey years. Visitation and 
 related information for absent parent. 
(5) Questions relating to age at first sex, sex and contraception use (including 
 method type) in past year, and sex education. 
(6) In some rounds, the household record section provides additional detail about 
 biological children in the home. 
(7) For all survey rounds, questions on fertility desires and expectations are 
 available. 
(8) For child subsets (2000 and later), a limited set of questions about parental 
 values and interactions re biological children. Also, infant health care, feeding 
 practices, during first year. 
(9) Child wantedness; use of contraception and desire for child as of beginning of 
 last pregnancy. Asked re respondent and partner. 
(10) Health-related activities, substance use, asked of women and male respondents 
 (about partner) for pregnancies leading to live births. 
(11) Detailed psychometric history 
 



BIOLOGICAL FERTILITY: 1997 MALE AND FEMALE COHORT 
 

~ FIRST SURVEY IN 1997 (12-17 AT SURVEY POINT) MALE N=4,599. FEM 
N=4,385 
 
~ MOST RECENT AVAILABLE 2004 (19-24) MALE N=3,729. FEMALE N=3,773 
 
~ 8 SURVEY ROUNDS COVERING AGES UP TO 23/24 AT THIS TIME 

 
DATA AVAILABILITY (SUMMARY): 
(1)   Live births (gender, dates of births) history in round one, updates in subsequent 
 rounds. Created cumulative histories 
(2)   Abortions, miscarriages (girls>= 14 in round one, updates for both sexes in 
 subsequent rounds) estimated dates of pregnancy beginnings. 
(3)   Residence information for all respondent’s children. Legitimization of paternity 
 status. 
(4)   Characteristics of other partner at conception (some rounds) 
(5)   Respondent pregnancy-related behaviors and post-birth child involvement 
 including male involvement if female was respondent. (rounds 4 and 5) 
(6)   Fertility expectations (round 5) 
(7)   Ever sex? Age at first sex? Use of contraception at first sex. Information about 
 partner at first sex. 
(8)   Frequency of sex since last interview? (youth 14 and over at round one or two; all 
 youth from round 3 forward) 
(9)   Recent contraceptive use and mode of contraception. 
(10) Knowledge about pregnancy and contraception (for subset). 
(11) Wantedness questions for those not using contraception. 







 



 



 



 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 



Select Created Variables: 
1979 Cohort (2002) 

 
 
1979 Cohort 
 

(1) # of kids ever born and dates of birth 
(2) Age of youngest child 
(3) Age of R at first, 2nd, 3rd birth 
(4) Months between marriage and first birth 

…First and 2nd birth 
…2nd and third birth 

(5) M/Y and age of R at first pregnancy 
(6) Outcome of first pregnancy 
(7) Number of miscarriages, abortions 
(8) Many created marriage variables 



 



 



 
 



 



 



Following Youth Through  
Later Adolescence/Early Adulthood 

 
 
 

Young 
Women 

14-17 (1968) � 24-27 
(1978) 

10 years 

NLSY79 
(M&F) 

14-17 (1979) � 24-27 
(1989) 

10 years 

NLSY-YA 
(M&F) 

14-17 (1994  � 
onward) 

24-27 
(2004) 

10 years 

NLSY97 
(M&F) 

14-17 (1997) � 21-24 
(2004) 

7  years 

 





 


